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The 100th Annual Meeting of the AMA Alliance was held on Sunday through Tuesday, June 12 – 14,
2022.

Sunday, June 12, 2022

BUSINESS MEETING ONE:

Heather Rifkin, AMA Alliance president, presiding.

The meeting was called to order at 1:32 CT by Heather Rifkin, AMA Alliance president.

The invocation was given by Rob Jaggers (SC).

The Star Spangled Banner was performed by Karen Morris (MS).

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Lauren Reed (MS).

The Pledge to the AMA Alliance was led by Merrell Rogers (MS).

Dr. Rifkin introduced and thanked the AMA Alliance 2021-2022 board of directors, council
members, committee members, task force members, presidential aides and parliamentarian
Deborah Underwood.

National past presidents in attendance were thanked and recognized by Dr. Rifkin:

Patti Herlihy (SD) 2002-2003
Gay Bowman (NC) 2003-2004
Jean Howard (MI) 2004-2005
Emma Borders (LA) 2011- 2012
Jo Terry (TN) 2013-2014
Sarah Sanders (OH) 2014-2015
Rosemary Xavier (FL) 2016-2017
Kim Moser (KY) 2017-2018
Cami Pond (IN) 2018-2019
Mary Beth Ellison (OH) 2019-2020
Sue Ann Greco (MO) 2020-2021

State presidents in attendance were thanked and recognized by Dr. Rifkin.

Ann Sanford (MN), AMA Alliance Elections chair, reported that the annual meeting registration
tally totaled 103, with 88 members in attendance as of the morning and 72 present at the
opening of the business meeting.

Dr. Rifkin requested adoption of the annual meeting standing rules and meeting agenda.
Rosemary Xavier (FL) inquired about a reference committee on Finance; Dr. Rifkin noted that
the treasurer will take questions after presentation of the budget. Without objection, the
standing rules and meeting agenda were adopted.
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Racheal Kunesh, AMA Alliance secretary, reported that the minutes of the 2021 Virtual Business
Meeting were approved by the Reading Committee, as specified in the Annual Meeting Procedure.
The Annual Meeting Procedure indicates that the Reading Committee consists of the president, the
president-elect, the immediate past president, and one additional member appointed by the
president. The Reading Committee for this meeting consisted of Heather
Rifkin, Jacqueline Nguyen Lee, Sue Ann Greco, and Jana Wolfe. The minutes are in e-binder 2 on the
AMA Alliance website and a copy is on file with the secretary.

Dr. Rifkin gave a report of her year, with highlights including 122 new members in the last 11
months, continued connection via monthly Zoom calls, social media TEAM Tuesday features,
new and improved You Can Stop Bullies, and a fresh new website.

The treasurer’s report was presented by Dave Street, AMA Alliance treasurer. Mr. Street
addressed questions brought forth from the membership on the financials and budget. A
surplus budget was presented. The report is on file.

Dr. Rifkin recognized and thanked the election committee.

The report of the 2021-22 Nominating Committee was presented by Sue Ann Greco, chair.

The slate of officers was announced:

Racheal Kunesh (NC), president-elect

Karen Begrow (MI), secretary

Dave Street (GA), treasurer

Dr. Rifkin asked for nominations from the floor for the officers. Hearing none, the president
declared nominations closed for the officers. The officers were elected by acclamation.
Sue Ann reported nominations for the board of directors:

Beth Irish (OR), director

Ron Jaggers (SC), director

Jayme Shelton (OK), director; name was withdrawn as Jayme was not in attendance at the
annual meeting.

Dr. Rifkin asked for nominations from the floor for the board of directors. Hearing none, the
president declared nominations closed for the board of directors. The directors were elected by
acclamation.
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Sue Ann introduced the members nominated for the Bylaws Committee of the Governance Council:

Holly Mackley (PA)

Lucia Missall (NV)

Meeti Nigam (NC)

Holly Mackley and Meeti Nigam were withdrawn as they were not in attendance at the annual
meeting.

Dr. Rifkin asked for nominations from the floor for the Bylaws Committee of the Governance
Council. Nancy Fody was nominated by Clara Sumeghy and verified her willingness to serve had
been submitted. The president then declared nominations closed for the Bylaws Committee of
the Governance council. Voting by ballot will be conducted Monday, June 13. Nominees were
instructed to meet with Ann Sanford to determine their position on the ballot.

Sue Ann introduced the four regional representatives to the Nominating Committee:

North Central regional representative: Grace Wellman (SD)

North East regional representative: Caryl Schmitz (PA)

Southern regional representative: Elizabeth Orr (SC)

Western regional representative: Sibyl Noble (UT)

The nominees for the two at-large members of the Nominating Committee in alphabetical order
are:
Danita Horne (MS)

Jana Wolfe (MO)

Dr. Rifkin asked for nominations from the floor for the two at-large members of the Nominating
Committee. Hearing none, the present declared nominations closed for the Nominating
Committee. Voting by ballot will be conducted Monday, June 13.

Dr. Rifkin introduced Nancy Schneider to deliver a report on behalf of Julie Newman, chair of
the Alliance Health Education Initiative. Mrs. Schneider acknowledged the board of trustees and
thanked members for their support of AHEI’s three virtual fundraisers. Mrs. Schneider shared
that the GROW the Grants fundraiser will wrap up Monday at 5 p.m., with the winner being
awarded an additional $500.

After announcements, the session was adjourned at 2:39 p.m. CT to reconvene at 1:30 p.m. CT
on Monday, June 13th, 2022.
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Ann Sanford (MN), AMA Alliance Elections chair, reported that the annual meeting registration tally
totaled 103, with 75 present at the business meeting. A total of 77 votes were cast for the Bylaws
Committee and 77 votes were cast for the at-large members of the Nominating Committee.

Dr. Rifkin introduced the 2022-2023 officers and directors elected by acclamation:

Racheal Kunesh (NC), president-elect

Karen Begrow (MI), secretary

Dave Street (GA), treasurer

Beth Irish (OR), director

Ron Jaggers (SC), director

Dr. Rifkin introduced members elected to the Bylaws Committee:

Nancy Fody (MI)

Lucia Missall (NV)

Nominating Committee members for 2022-2023 are as follows:

Danita Horne (MS), at-large elected representative

Sibyl Noble (UT), Western regional representative

Vote1:Provision of an alternate for a nat-large member of the nominating committee with

insertion before line 100. Provision to fill a vacancy in the position of a regional representative

of the nominating committee with insertion in line 283.

Vote2:Flexibility of the Alliance Health Education Initiative in filling the ex-officio board seat

should the chair be unable to do so by insertion in line 221.

Vote3:Insertion before line 108 to address removal from office.

Monday, June 13th, 2022

BUSINESS MEETING TWO:

Heather Rifkin, AMA Alliance president, presiding.

The meeting was called to order at 1:43 p.m. CT by Heather Rifkin, AMA Alliance president.

Dr. Rifkin introduced Racheal Kunesh, chair of the Reference Committee on Bylaws. Mrs. Kunesh
presented the report of the Reference Committee and the proposed amendments to the
membership.

The following main amendments to the bylaws were adopted without further amendment:
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Elizabeth Orr (SC), Southern regional representative

Caryl Schmitz (PA), North East regional representative

Grace Wellman (SD), North Central regional representative

Jana Wolfe (MO), at-large elected representative

As immediate past president, Dr. Rifkin will serve as chair.

Jacqueline Nguyen Lee introduced members appointed to serve on 2022-2023 committees and
task forces.
After announcements, the session was adjourned at 2:08 p.m. CT to reconvene at 8:00 a.m. CT
on Tuesday, June 14th, 2022.

Tuesday, June 14th, 2022

BUSINESS MEETING THREE:

Heather Rifkin, AMA Alliance president, presiding.

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 a.m. CT by Heather Rifkin, AMA Alliance president.

Dr. Rifkin introduced Barkley Payne, AMA Foundation Executive Director, who gave an AMA
Foundation update.
Dr. Rifkin then introduced Gerald E. Harmon, MD, president of the American Medical
Association, who gave an AMA update highlighting a recovery plan for America’s physicians with
five key initiatives.

Dr. Harmon administered the oath of office to Jacqueline Nguyen Lee as the 2022-2023 AMA
Alliance president. Dr. Rifkin presented the president’s pin to Jacqueline.

Sue Ann Greco, immediate past president, installed additional officers for 2022-2023 and
presented the past president’s pin and gavel to Heather.
Jacqueline Nguyen Lee then shared a video and delivered her inaugural address highlighting
three principles: failing fast, agility and ability to pivot, and collaboration to leverage and
amplify.

Keynote speaker, Doug Dvorak, presented “Change is Inevitable – Growth is Possible”.

Dr. Rifkin delivered closing remarks.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:44 a.m. CT sine die.

Racheal Kunesh, secretary, 2021-2022

MINUTES OF THE 100TH ANNUAL MEETING
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AMA ALLIANCE ANNUAL BUDGET

AMA ALLIANCE 
2023-2024 ANNUAL BUDGET
Approved by the AMA Alliance Board of Directors on April 19, 2023
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AMA ALLIANCE ANNUAL BUDGET
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AMA ALLIANCE ANNUAL BUDGET (CONT.)
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AMA ALLIANCE ANNUAL BUDGET (CONT.)
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AMA ALLIANCE ANNUAL BUDGET (CONT.)
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AMA ALLIANCE ANNUAL BUDGET (CONT.)
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AMA ALLIANCE ANNUAL BUDGET (CONT.)
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ELECTIONS

ELECTIONS COMMITTEE 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 2022-2023 

NOMINATIONS/ELECTIONS OF AMA ALLIANCE OFFICERS

Sherri Morrow, Chair 
Bud Ranasinghe
Sana Saleh

The Nominating Committee met by video conference earlier this year and
nominated a slate of candidates for the 2023-2024 AMA Alliance year. 

Chair: Heather Rifkin (MS) 
North East Region Representative: Caryl Schmitz (PA) 
Southern Region Representative: Lib Orr (SC)  
North Central Region Representative: Grace Wellman (SD) 
Western Region Representation: Sibyl Noble (UT) 
Elected Members-at-Large: Danita Horne (MS) and Jana Wolfe (MO). 

We offer a sincere thank you to members who served on the 2022-2023
Nominating Committee. 

The slate of candidates for 2023-2024 officers nominated by the 2022-2023
Nominating Committee at its meeting is listed on page 17. 

According to the Bylaws, the President-elect: • shall be elected annually by the
registered meeting participants; • shall assume office at the close of the Annual
Session at which elected; and • shall assume the Presidency at the close of the
following Annual Session. 

The Secretary, Treasurer, and up to four Directors shall be elected annually during
the Annual Session and shall assume office at the close of the Annual Session at
which elected. 

The AMAA Bylaws stipulate that nominations from the floor for the incoming
officers up for election (President-elect, Secretary, Treasurer, and Directors) shall be
in order, provided that a willingness to serve form has been submitted to the
current Chair of the Nominating Committee by the time of nomination.

AMA Alliance

ELECTIONS
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ELECTIONS

The AMA Alliance Bylaws stipulate that the registered members during the
Annual Meeting will elect two (2) at-large members of the Nominating Committee
and up to four (4) elected members of the Bylaws Committee. 

The AMA Alliance immediate past president will serve as chair of the Nominating
Committee. The AMAA Bylaws stipulate that nominations from the floor for the
two (2) at-large members of the Nominating Committee and members of the
Bylaws Committee shall be in order, provided that a willingness to serve form has
been submitted to the current chair of the Nominating Committee by the time of
nomination. 

No member of the Nominating Committee may serve consecutive terms. There is
no limit on the number of nonconsecutive terms that a member may serve on the
Nominating Committee. 

The two (2) at-large, elected members of the Nominating Committee, elected by
the membership, shall not be from the same region. Members must be present to
be nominated from the floor. 

Voting will be conducted during the 2023 Annual Meeting. Only registered current
members may vote, and proxy voting is not permitted.

NOMINATIONS/ELECTIONS OF GOVERNANCE COUNCILS

ELECTIONS
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ELECTIONS
2023-2024 AMA Alliance Elected & Nominated Board of Directors

*Nominations from
the floor will be in
order at the Annual
Meeting

The AMA Alliance Nominating Committee is proud to announce the following slate
of candidates for the upcoming Board of Directors, 2023-2024:

For President-elect: For Treasurer: For Secretary:

For Director: For Director: For Director: For Director:

Patricia A. Klettke (UT) Nancy Fody (MI)

Beth Irish (OR) Kirby Sheridan (NC) Rick Knapp (OK) Ron Jaggers (SC)

President:
Immediate Past

President:

Racheal Kunesh (NC) Jacqueline Nguyen (NV)

These candidates will be up for election at the Annual Meeting and, if elected, will
serve alongside the already elected board members:

*Additional Nominations from the floor will be accepted at the Annual Meeting
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ELECTIONS

Governance Council
2023-2024 AMA ALLIANCE 

AT LARGE NOMINEES FOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE:

Dave Street (GA) Sue Muallem (MI)

*Additional Nominations from the floor will be accepted at the Annual Meeting

2023-2024 AMA ALLIANCE NOMINEES FOR BYLAWS COMMITTEE:

Elizabeth “Libby” White (TX)

*Additional Nominations from the floor will be accepted at the Annual Meeting
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AMA ALLIANCE BYLAWS

AMA ALLIANCE 
BYLAWS

Mailing Address: 
2598 E. Sunrise Boulevard, Ste 2104, 

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33304

Phone:
1-800-549-4619

Email: info@amaalliance.org

Website: amaalliance.org
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AMA ALLIANCE BYLAWS
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AMA ALLIANCE BYLAWS (CONT.)
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AMA ALLIANCE BYLAWS (CONT.)
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AMA ALLIANCE BYLAWS (CONT.)
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AMA ALLIANCE BYLAWS (CONT.)
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AMA ALLIANCE BYLAWS (CONT.)
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AMA ALLIANCE BYLAWS (CONT.)
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AMA ALLIANCE BYLAWS (CONT.)
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AMA ALLIANCE BYLAWS (CONT.)
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AMA ALLIANCE BYLAWS (CONT.)
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AMA ALLIANCE BYLAWS (CONT.)
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Approved by the Board of Directors
04.19.23

ANNUAL MEETING

PROCEDURE

2598 E. Sunrise Blvd. Suite 204 Ft. Lauderdale, FLA
33304 Phone: 800-549-4619
Fax: 410-544-4640
E-mail: info@amaalliance.org
Website: www.amaalliance.org
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American Medical Association Alliance, Inc.
Annual Meeting Procedure

Contents:

Section 1. General Practice

Section 2. Rules of Order During the Annual Meeting

Section 3. Committees

A. Designations



B. Annual Meeting Committee Composition and Duties



C. Nominating Committee Composition and Duties



D. Election Committee Composition and Duties



E. Reading Committee Composition and Duties



F. Reference Committees Composition and Duties



Section 4. Resolutions

Section 5. Elections

Section 6. Campaign Materials

A. Materials



Section 7. Meetings of Geographical Regions

Section 8. Amendments

Section 9. Virtual Annual Meeting Provisions
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A.Voting members in attendance at the Annual Meeting shall follow the protocol
regarding rights, duties, and such other protocol as is contained in the AMA

Alliance Annual Meeting Procedure. Forms shall be available for written and
signed motions.



B. Provisions for a Virtual Annual Meeting shall take precedence where denoted by

superscript number. 1,2 (Superscript direct the reader to Rules of Order for Virtual
Meeting Provision, Section 9)



C. The Annual Meeting may be held in-person, virtually, or by a combination of the two

forms as determined by the board of directors in consultation with the Annual
Meeting Committee.

1. Voting members shall be entitled to the floor only when they rise, address the
chair, and give their name and state.3



2. Only voting members shall make motions, which shall be written, signed by
the mover and the person who seconded the motion, and presented to the secretary.



3. No voting member shall speak more than twice or longer than three minutes
each time on any one question on the same day.4



4. No voting member shall speak a second time to the same question if one who
has not spoken requests the floor.



5. Reference Committee Hearings for Finance and Bylaws shall be held to
facilitate the handling of business in the general business meeting.



6. Voting members, by a two-thirds vote, may limit equally the time and the
number of speakers for each side of a question and the total time for debate on
a particular question.



7. Timekeepers, appointed by the Annual Meeting chair(s), shall signal when allotted time
has expired.



8. Presidential aides shall assist all voting members at the Annual Meeting, assist the
president in restoring order, deliver communications related to the business of the

membership, ensure that no material is distributed to the members without the approval
of the president, and perform such other duties as required by the president and the
Annual Meeting chair(s).5, 6

Section 2. Rules of Order During the Annual Meeting

ANNUAL MEETING PROCEDURE

Section 1. General Practice
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The Election Committee shall be in charge of checking credentials of voting
members and distribution, collection, and tabulation of ballots.10

The committees of the Annual Meeting consist of: the Annual Meeting

Committee, Nominating Committee, Election Committee, Reading Committee,

Reference Committees, and additional committees appointed by the president.

Members who are nominees for any elective office shall not serve as members of
the Election Committee.9

The Nominating Committee shall be governed by AMA Alliance Bylaws, Procedure
for National Personnel, parliamentary authority for the AMA Alliance, adopted
rules by voting members at the Annual Meeting or by the board of directors,
federal laws of the United States, and the state laws in which the AMA Alliance is
incorporated.

The nominating procedure for the Annual Meeting shall be prescribed as set forth
in the bylaws.

1. Composition
The president shall appoint a chair(s) and as many additional members as needed.

2. Duties
The chairs shall plan and implement the operation of the Annual
Meeting in consultation with the president and president-elect.

The Election Committee shall be composed of a chair and at least one (1) and up to

six (6) additional members, who shall be voting members in attendance at the

Annual Meeting and appointed by the AMA Alliance president.8

9. The president, in consultation with the Annual Meeting Committee chair(s), may adjust
the approved agenda for the Annual Meeting to best accommodate scheduled meeting
timing issues.

B.

C.

D.

Section 3. Committees A.

Designations

Nominating Committee Composition and Duties

Election Committee Composition and Duties

Annual Meeting Committee Composition and Duties
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B.

A. All candidates for the Bylaws Committee and Nominating Committee of the
Governance Council shall draw a numbered chip for placement on the election

ballot after Business Meeting 1.

Upon checking the voting credentials of each member, the Election Committee
shall distribute ballots to voting members in attendance at the Annual Meeting.

The Reading Committee shall be composed of the AMA Alliance president, the

president-elect, the immediate past-president and one additional member appointed
by the president, and shall approve the minutes of the Annual Meeting. A copy

shall be available on the AMA Alliance website in the Annual Meeting electronic

binders.

Reference Committees shall conduct hearings open to all members on resolutions,

proposed amendments to the Articles of Incorporation and the Bylaws, and such

other matters as the AMA Alliance Board of Directors specifically authorizes. The

chair of the Reference Committee on Bylaws shall report reference committee

recommendations to the voting body at the Annual Meeting.

The treasurer, chair of the Finance Council, shall review the ensuing year's budget

adopted by the board of directors prior to the Annual Meeting. The budget shall be

posted on the AMA Alliance website prior to the Annual Meeting and presented by

the treasurer at the Annual Meeting to the full body of the
membership.

Proposed resolutions may be submitted to the Bylaws Committee chair no less than
90 days prior to the Annual Meeting.

The Election Committee chair shall read the report of the ballot voting and give the
report to the presiding officer, who shall declare the results to the voting
body.

Reference Committees shall be the Finance Council, the Bylaws Committee, and any
additional reference committees appointed by the president.

E.

F.

Section 5. Elections

Section 4. Resolutions

Reading Committee Composition and Duties

Reference Committees Composition and Duties

11, 12
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177
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C.

B.

This Annual Meeting Procedure shall be reviewed at least annually by the Annual
Meeting chair(s) and the Bylaws Committee of the Governance Council,
and any proposed amendments may be adopted by a majority vote by the board of
directors.

In campaigns for AMA Alliance elective positions held in conjunction with the
Annual Meeting, candidate materials shall be limited to a Willingness to Serve
form submitted to the AMA Alliance chair of the Nominating Committee

An opportunity for members of geographical regions to meet will be provided during
the Annual Meeting to allow members to discuss such things as the planning of their
regional meeting and selecting their regional member to the Nominating Committee.

Names and photos of candidates for the slate of officers and Bylaws Committee or

Nominating Committee of the Governance Council shall be listed on the AMA

Alliance website and included in the electronic binders. Names and photos of

regional representatives to the Nominating Committee shall be listed on the AMA

Alliance website and included in the electronic binders.

A candidate meet-and-greet event will be held at the Annual Meeting.

If a member wishes to change a ballot, the incorrect ballot is returned to an

Election Committee member, who will destroy the ballot and issue another one.

Does not apply to virtual Annual Meetings.

Members of the Election Committee shall determine the legality of all ballots
following procedures identified in the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order
Newly Revised.13

Nominations for election to the Bylaws Committee and Nominating Committee
of the Governance Council shall be considered legal if the nominees are in
attendance.

Proxy voting shall not be permitted.

Section. 7.

Section 8. Amendments

Section 6. Campaign Materials

A. Materials

Meetings of Geographical Regions
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222
223
223
224 12. Upon certifying the voting credentials of each member, the Election Committee

chair shall submit the electronic ballots to the virtual meeting
technical support for distribution to voting members in
attendance at the virtual Annual Meeting.

The Annual Meeting may be held in-person, virtually, or by a combination of the
two forms as determined by the board of directors in consultation with the Annual

Meeting Committee.



2. Technical support may be obtained to assist with the virtual Annual Meeting if
needed.

3. Voting members shall been titled to the floor only when they seek recognition from
the presiding officer as provided in a virtual meeting. Members will address the

chair and give their name and state.



4. No voting member shall speak more than twice or longer than one minute on any
one question on the same day.



5. The Annual Meeting Committee shall assist all voting members at the virtual
Annual Meeting, deliver communications related to the business of the membership,
ensure that no material is distributed to the members without the approval of the
president, and perform such other duties as required by the president and the Annual
Meeting chair(s).



6. Electronic voting shall be allowed for a virtual Annual Meeting.

7. Technical support may be obtained to assist with electronic voting.

8. The Election Committee chair shall be a voting member in attendance at the virtual
Annual Meeting and appointed by the AMA Alliance president.



9. Members who are nominees for any elective office shall not serve on the
Election Committee.



10. The Election Committee chair shall be in charge of coordinating the voting
ballots and assisting the technical support with the
electronic voting.



11. The names of all candidates will be scrambled and then placed on the electronic
ballot prior to voting.

Section 9. Virtual Annual Meeting Provisions (Superscript referenced above)

1.

AMA ALLIANCE ANNUAL MEETING PROCEDURE
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234
235

13. The Election Committee chair shall
determine the legality of all ballots following

procedures identified in the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly
Revised.



14. All candidates will be introduced at the virtual Annual Meeting
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